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A huge thank you to all of the people that have made me feel so welcome in the school and community. I have heard many great things about Ohope Beach School in the time leading up to beginning as Principal. I am happy to say that they are all justified. There are clear expectations and everyone is working towards the same goals. It is great to be associated with this.�My goals for this term are:�1) Get to know the staff and children.�2) Understand the school procedures.�3) Meet the parent body and community.


4) Getting on top of the various school building issues!!


When you are at school next please drop in and introduce yourself. 


 


Meet the Teacher:


We had an excellent turnout of parents at the Meet the Teacher evening last night.  It is great to see so many parents taking an interest in our school and their child's education. 


Remember that regular contact with your child’s teacher is the best way of keeping track of what is going on academically and socially, so do not hesitate to make an appointment to see the teacher at other times during the year.





Assessment:


In week three and four the children will be involved in school wide assessment in literacy and numeracy.  This involves being tested using nationally normed tests.  These tests are: PAT (maths), Asttle (writing) and STAR (reading).  Accurate analysis of these tests will allow us how to develop the next learning steps and goals for our children.  It will also provide us with a comparison for our school to national results – and enable us to report within guidelines of the National Standards (which we are still waiting to receive the actual requirements or guidelines for)  


The data that we collect will help us to provide the best learning opportunities for all of our children.


   


National Standards:   


There is currently a lot of talk going on in the political arena fuelled by media hype around the whole topic of National Standards. 


I will be putting regular information in the newsletter as we receive information that rolls out of National Standards. 


Much of the actual detail around National Standards and how things are actually going to roll out in schools has not been made available in full to schools as yet. Over the next week I have 3 meetings where some of this will be distributed.


From what I have already seen, Ohope Beach School already provides a lot of the required information and have processes in place.


If you would like more information about National Standards the Ministry of Education website � HYPERLINK "http://www.minedu.govt.nz" ��www.minedu.govt.nz�  and  � HYPERLINK "http://www.tki.org.nz" ��www.tki.org.nz�.  A lot of this information is pretty generic and not specific – hopefully this will come out over the next few weeks?





The school website will be updated over the next couple of weeks; we will include all dates on it that we currently know about, as well as it being a chance to find out other information about school.  The address is � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohopebeach.school.nz" ��www.ohopebeach.school.nz� 











THE GREAT NORTHLAND ADVENTURE





My adventure starts at this. I’m lying in bed sleeping. My cat comes in “Meow, meow” she meows.


“I’m up pussy, I’m up” I say. (She had come in to escape the cage!)


Now we have to go to the cattery and kennels. Here we are. Fat cats, skinny cats, tiny cats, and tall cats.


“Don’t leave me molly!” My brother shouts!





By Victoria 





The Gala is fast approaching.  The PTA are doing a wonderful job organising this major fundraising event.  Be aware that we do need support from you in many ways:  


Helpers on the night for activities.


Goods or services to offer





 SCHOOL BANKING:


This begins on Tuesday 23rd (8.00 - 8.30am) on the deck outside the staffroom. A couple of National Bank Staff will be present on Tuesday 23rd from 8am to assist with anyone wanting to open an account. 


Otherwise any child can open a National Bank a/c by seeing Jenny in the office or by calling into the National Bank.  We offer school banking to help develop the life skill of saving rather than spending.





BOT MEETING:  MONDAY 22 FEB:


Interested parents are welcome to attend.  Meetings are held in the meeting room from 5.30pm. 


Note:  


The elections for the Board of Trustees are at the end of March.  You will be provided with more information over the next few weeks and we encourage you to attend a Board meeting if you are interested in becoming a Trustee.  


The next Board meeting is Monday (22nd  Feb) @ 5.30pm. 





NEW 40km TRAFFIC LIGHTS:


Some of you may have noticed that we have now got special 40Km school zone traffic speed signs. These were installed on Wednesday 10th Feb. They currently operate 7.45am – 8.30am and 2.30pm – 3.15pm. These signs are now working.





OHOPE BEACH SCHOOL GALA


We have one major fundraiser each year, and this is it. Friday 26th March from 5pm until 8pm 


here, at the school. Put the date in your diary!


More information will follow. In the meantime, start sorting your toys and books and collecting your 2 litre ice cream containers. 


Ideas? Goods or services to offer? 


Contact Di Brown, 312 5615, � HYPERLINK "http://webmail.ohopebeach.school.nz/src/compose.php?send_to=diandwade%40xtra.co.nz" �diandwade@xtra.co.nz� 








For Literacy this week Awatea have been working on recounts. Here are a couple of recounts about the school holidays.











NOTE CHANGE IN PRICES


FRIDAY LUNCHES


Mince Pie			$2.00


Potato Top Pie			$2.00


Sausage Roll			$1.70


Filled Roll			$3.00


Donut				$1.70


Muffin				$1.70


Slice				$1.70


Custard Square		$1.70


Cookie Time Biscuit		$1.50


Primo Chocolate milk		$2.50           


Just Juice Splash		$2.50


	


Please give your child the correct amount of money as change is not always available.





ROAD PATROL HELP! – We are looking for a parent who is able to assist with road patrol on Tuesday morning. The job entails watching over the children from 8am – 8.30am. You do not need to commit yourself for a whole year, even on a term basis will do!! If you are able to help please contact Donna Woods at school, or leave a message with Jenny at the office.











ADVERTISEMENTS


WANTED TO BUY- Dog kennel & run for small dog. Ph Rich or Jo 3124742 or 021 163 9540


PARENT WORKSHOP – A series of practical workshops for parent to aid the learning of children with dyslexia and other learning difficulties. Five workshops first starting 23rd Feb 6-8pm. $5 per workshop. Register your name at Eastbay REAP for each workshop. Ph 308 4098 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:Danielle@eastbayreap.org.nz" ��Danielle@eastbayreap.org.nz�





SPORTS NEWS


MILO CRICKET – for 5-8 year olds. 6 week course Weds 2.45-4pm. Register with Jenny at the office.


NETBALL – Basic netball skills sessions for level 1 & Level 2. Level 1 Yr 5 & 6 or beginners, level 2 Yr8 Players with 2 seasons of experience.


Tuesdays, Whakatane Memorial Hall. Feb 23, March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. 25 players only, first in first served. $40 per player. Contact Arahi Wall 07 517 0886


SOCCER – New Zealand Women and Girls Soccer Week. Have a go at Football Girls only night. 17th February, Rex Morpeth Park. Under 10yrs 5-6pm, over 10yrs 6-7.30pm


Ohope Junior Soccer Club registration forms for the 2010 season will be available next week at the school office. Registrations will be taken up to the 2nd April.


RUGBY - Whakatane Rippa Rugby (non tackle) - Ages 6&7 years.  Registrations open now, closing March 27th 2010.  Ph: 312 5624 or 3071427  Registration fee


$30.


Whakatane Junior Rugby (tackle) - Ages 8-13 years.  Registrations open now, closing March 27th 2010.  Ph: 312 5624 or 3071427   Registration fee $30.











UPCOMING EVENTS:


18 Feb – Cycle Challenge


3 March – World Maths Day

















RAINBOWS END





Yay! We are finally here. First we had to get the bands to get into rainbows end.


The first ride was the Invader. It was like a boomerang shape. I hoped into my seat and the harness came up. The invader span round and went up and down on the boomerang shaped track.


It felt weird because while you spun round and round you went up and down as well.


It was awesome!!!





By Todd 











SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDERS – Please return with payment (NO CASH) by Wednesday 17th February.





NATIONAL BANK SCHOOL BANKING - The National Bank has a school banking partnership with our school. Bank staff will be at the school on Tuesday 23rd February from 8.00am to open new accounts for any students. All they require is to sight the student’s birth certificate. As an extra incentive, if the new account is opened with a deposit on the day of at least $12.50, The National Bank will match your deposit up to $12.50. There will also be the opportunity to sign any of the students up for Kiwisaver if the parents supply the children's IRD numbers. This is a great opportunity to encourage and teach our children the importance of saving. We hope you will take full advantage of this opportunity.











