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My first term at Ohope Beach has been action packed - learning lots of new names, getting used to a new school plus all the building issues on top. 


Time has really flown by, and it is hard to believe that we are at the end of the first term already, we are about to enjoy Easter, Daylight Savings ending, Winter on its way and 2 weeks of school holidays starting. 


Term 2 starts on Monday April 19th – and it is a long term with 11 weeks ending on Friday July 2nd.


I would like to thank everyone for making me feel so welcome into the school, and for all the assistance and support I have had settling in to the school.


Ohope Beach School is a very special place with lovely children full of energy with a natural spark of life and a positive energy - this is not to mention the excellent teaching and support staff we have here – a very fortunate school to have such talented caring staff in front of our children.





Term 2 looks to already be a very busy term with lots of exciting things planned throughout the term.





Curriculum Development


The teaching staff and Board of Trustees are going to be starting to work through the development of the Ohope Beach Curriculum – this is to be based on the New Zealand Curriculum (2007) – this is a requirement for all schools, and it involves our school interpreting the New Zealand Curriculum (2007) document and developing this into our version of the New Zealand Curriculum as it relates to our children and community. 


We will be sharing various aspects of this as we develop the document – a lot of work has already been done over the last year or two, and we will mainly be confirming our beliefs and finalising plans.


National Standards


We have been involved in some Ministry of Education training around the introduction of National Standards – but information and direction from the Ministry is not really much further ahead than it was at the beginning of the year. There is no clear or precise direction going forward. We will continue to review our reporting timetable and methods based on the current assessment systems that we have – from what we can make out – these fit in well with the National Standards as they stand at the moment.


I will let you know about developments as we are made aware of them – in the mean time feel free to find out more for yourself – web sites have some general information about National Standards =   � HYPERLINK "http://www.minedu.govt.nz" ��www.minedu.govt.nz�   &  � HYPERLINK "http://www.tki.org.nz" ��www.tki.org.nz� 





Board of Trustees Election


This will all be happening next term – NOTE if you would like to be on the Ohope Beach School Board of Trustees you do not need to be nominated – you can fill out a nomination form nominating yourself. Nominations need to be in by 23 April 2010








S.W.O.T Analysis  Topic – Moko – Can he stay in Whakatane?


			Strengths							Weaknesses


Strong body and tail to defend					Too friendly with humans


Fast swimmer to capture food					Needs to be with dolphins as he is a teenager


Social										and needs to find a partner


Large fin to assist turning						Can get over excited


Confident with people						Doesn’t talk so it is hard for him to 


Can sleep with one eye open							communicate with mean people


Half of brain awake when sleeping					Playing with the wrong toys


Echolocation to find food						Infected teeth


									Does not understand human behaviour


			


Opportunities							Threats


DOC protects him and educated people about			Incorrect set nets


	How to respect him						Tourists crowding him


Moko Minders are protecting him					Organisations exploiting him for money


Safe habitat								People not understanding his body language


To socialize with people						Rubbish placed down his blow hole


People want him to stay and therefore will treat him well		Toys affecting his teeth


Can escape with swimmers floatation devises			Pollution in the river	


									Boat propellers


									Loosing his natural instincts to survive


									People riding on him


Action: To find him dolphin companions that he can join up with








					





Swimming


While swimming has finished this season, work continues on the long-term provision of swimming facilities at Ohope Beach School. 


This issue was first raised in a questionnaire to parents in late 2008 and a presentation was made to the Board of Trustees in December 2009 outlining the issues. The first priority is a new filter for the 2011 season. There is still further work to be completed and we will keep you updated on progress and how you can get involved in coming months. 





Regards Tony Horsfall





ADVERTISEMENT


OHOPE BEACH MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL - We offer 20 hours free care.  We cater for children aged 3 years and up.  We have 100% fully trained staff.  Our hours are 8am-4pm Monday to Friday.  We are licensed for 30 children.


We have spaces available now, but they are limited. Contact Lyzette Howard on 312 4819


EGGS-TRAVAGANZA' Easter Egg Hunt at the Amazing Maze! Meet Easter Bunny - Find the hidden eggs Good Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon 11-2


(Open daily 10-6 during the holidays)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.maze.co.nz" ��www.maze.co.nz� Ph: (07) 304-6293


FOR SALE - Mouse cage with wheel, house etc and two cute female Mice for sale.  4 months old. $30.  Ph Rebecca 306 0080


NEED A BABYSITTER during Mon to Fri of the school holidays? I can babysit day and evenings from Mon to Fri. I can also babysit in the evenings from Mon to Fri of normal school weeks. Please phone Chelsea on 0272112424


SINGING – Kids – do you love to sing? Come and join our singing group for kids Year 5-6 and above. Thursdays 4-4:40pm. Beginning Week 1 of Term 2. Ph Jenny for more details 312 5685











Te Marama has had an extremely busy and exciting term. They would like to share some examples of how they have developed skills through using thinking tools, carrying out research and experiencing education outside the classroom.





A SWOT analysis tool was used to identify issues that were relevant to Moko, our resident dolphin.























UPCOMING EVENTS:


1 April – Last day of term 1


19 April – First day Term 2











A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THE PARENTS WHO HELPED AND SUPPORTED OUR GALA. The gala has made approximately $17000 for our children. 


Gala raffle results


Guess the number of Jellybeans - Michael 


Easter Raffle – 1st Michelle Gebert, 2nd Sharyn Bridges, 3rd Esther Bonne


Gift Box – 1st Claudia, 2nd Desma





KARATE RESULTS – Michael and Christopher competed in their first Karate tournament last Sunday in Hamilton. They did really well – Michael 4th place in kata (forms) and 4th Kumite (sparing). Christopher 4th in kumite. This was against opponents who were higher graded. Well done guys!





Nga Huiarau Syndicate experienced outdoor challenges at Totara Springs Camp in March. Here is a camp recount by Joshua.





Totara Springs Camp Recount


Totara Springs, it is so amazing.  There are activities such as crate climbing, go-karting, BMX cycling, team rescue, raft building, eel hunting and many more challenges.  Ohope Beach School Seniors were lucky enough to go there for their EOTC experience.  We went there to have fun and for the year 6’s to prepare for more challenging camps at Intermediate.





My hardest experience was crate-climbing because my legs were still hurting from the BMX activity.  I only stacked 7 crates and I didn’t want to stack any more.  It was painful and wobbly.





The funniest experience was the Burma Trail.  I heard pig sounds right beside me which was scary in the dark.  I let go of the rope and kicked the pig.  Oops, it was a dad.  When I was at the end of the Burma trail I looked for the rope and yelled ‘I can’t find the rope’ and luckily a person said ‘You’re at the end’ and thank goodness a torch shone on the start of the trail.  





We sped back to our cabins and tried to get to sleep.  It was hard for some of the boys.


In conclusion, Totara Springs was fantastic fun.  I loved it and you would too.





By Joshua Stables











