





UP COMING EVENTS


7 Feb _ PTA Meeting


15 Feb – Meet the teacher





        





Welcome to the 2012 school year!


We have a number of new children / families enrolled – a warm welcome to you all.  It was fantastic to see all the children back ready and eager for another fantastic year.  There is a lovely air of excitement and enthusiasm in the school with lots of fun and exciting things planned throughout the year.


Also a big welcome to two new teachers to Ohope Beach School – welcome to Ms Jenny Ward – teaching in Te Atatu, Jenny hails from Christchurch previously at Red Cliffs School – Jenny and family have moved to live in Ohope, also a big welcome to Mrs Liz Irving teaching in Uenuku. Liz and her family live locally in Ohope – Liz has worked in the school previously. Welcome to you both and we all look forward to getting to know both you.


Keep an eye out for the newsletter every Thursday – we will keep you updated and reminded about upcoming events and useful information about happenings in and around the school and community.


The staff and I look forward to seeing you around the school.  Please come and introduce yourself, if you have not already.  We have a great school - 2012 is going to be a very exciting and busy year.  We look forward to your continued support.


Building work    –   During the holiday break the Ministry of Education began a remediation project on the 4 prefabs bordering Wharekura Stream. The plan is to have these rooms back to a state that the rooms can be used again. The classes Te Ao Hurihuri, Te Atatu, Te Ra, Te Moana will move into these rooms, at this stage the timeframe for this is not known. The plan will then be to demolish the old classroom block on the eastern border ready to start the building of new classrooms.


I am working with the Ministry of Education to get some more certain timeframes and plans.


Swimming Pool


Unfortunately we have not been able to have the school pool ready for normal use at the beginning of the term – we have had some major problems with the pool plant, the pump system and chlorinator have had to be replaced.


 The other major issue has been the cost to achieve this replacement and upgrade – as you may have seen in the media recently the Ministry of Education no longer assists with funding for maintenance or development of school pools.


Eastern Bay Energy Trust to the rescue!!!


We have fortunately  had two parents  (Di Brown and Tania Humberstone) who have worked very hard over the school holiday period putting together an application to the Eastern Bay Energy Trust for funds to achieve this upgrade and replacement. The good news is the application was successful – a huge relief. Thank you very much Di and Tania – and especially to the Energy Trust for their support.


We are now working as fast as we can to have the pool up and operational by next Tuesday (Feb 7th ). All the new equipment is due to be installed over the next couple of days.





MEET THE TEACHER EVENING:  WEDNESDAY  15th   FEB @ 7PM
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URGENTLY NEEDED – Parents who are able to do road patrol duty in the morning. You need to be at school at 8am and road patrol comes off At 8.30. We need parents for Monday, Tuesday & Friday mornings. If you are able to do one of these please let Jenny know in the office. Even if you can only help for one term, please “STEP UP” and support our school


OHOPE BEACH SCHOOL 2012 DONATIONS


The school donation for 2012 has been set as follows:


          Per term  Per year	


1 child	             $42.50	$170.00 inclusive


2 children	$72.50	$290.00 inclusive


3 children	$97.50	$390.00 inclusive


You can either: 


1.	Pay the full amount now


2.	Pay on a term by term basis e.g. for two children $72.50. You can pay your donations using internet banking – please use ‘school donation’ as the reference and include your child’s name if there is room.  Our bank account details are as follows:-


ASB- Whakatane  123253 0057930-00


A/c Name: Ohope Beach School   


If paying by internet banking – when amount paid in full, a letter will be sent home that can be used as a Tax Receipt.


Please make any cheques payable to Ohope Beach School (one cheque per family is fine)


• All school donation receipts can be sent off to the Inland Revenue Department annually for a refund.  


Thanking you in advance.





SCHOOL LUNCHES - set to start Friday 10 Feb. Check next weeks newsletter for products and prices.





PTA MEETING to get gala plans in place. Tuesday 7 Feb at 7.30pm in the staff room. Your ideas and enthusiasm very welcome! Can't make the meeting but want to help? Watch this space!





SCHOOL DROP OFF AND PICK UP TIMES


No children should be at school before 7.50am and children need to be picked up by 3.00pm





CLOTHING


Please ensure all clothing is clearly named especially togs and towels for the first term of swimming. Please check the lost property box on a regular basis. The box is situated under senior rooms 





PARKING


To keep our children safe, please do not park on the yellow lines or drive through the bus bay. Please also be courteous to our neighbours and do not park across their driveways. 


The ‘drop off zone’ is just that. It is a place to drop children off or pick children up. You are not allowed to leave your vehicle. 


Drivers who break the rules will have their number plates published in the newsletter.





PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE


Our public health nurse visits the school regularly. If you want to talk to her, check with Jenny for details of when she will next be here.





HEAD LICE


This is a problem in all schools. Please check your child’s hair on a regular basis and treat when necessary.





DENTAL THERAPIST


For any dental requirements contact Whakatane Intermediate School dental clinic on 3071548





FRIDAY LUNCHES


School lunches set to start Friday 10 Feb. Check next weeks newsletter for products and prices.





PHONE IN PUPIL ABSENCES


If for some reason your children are going to be absent from school please telephone the school BEFORE 9.30am. As the school phone is busy during that first hour we have a system in place where you can leave a message and details of the absence without having to talk to Jenny.


Dial 312 4617 – When it answers with a pre-recorded message, dial 1 to be put straight through to the answer phone.


Leave the details of the absence (name, room number & approx how long they will be away).


This is only required on the FIRST day of any absence.


Alternatively you can fax us on 312 5895 or txt to 027 750 3515





Thanks for your co-operation. If you don’t call us, expect a call from Jenny.





CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR CONTACT DETAILS


Please make sure that you contact the office if you change your address or contact details including mobile phone numbers.





CONCERNS/COMPLAINTS


It’s natural to have concerns about your child’s education. We appreciate the concern our parents/caregivers have for their children. Managing the concerns is the trick to a healthy relationship. To that end if you are concerned about your child’s learning:


See the teacher first


After that you may talk to the teacher’s team leader


After that you may talk to the principal


Please do it in order. If the concern is about more general “whole school’ type stuff – talk to the principal. If the concern is about something you would like to discuss with a Board of Trustees member ring Cindy Lee on 3125569


Our school policy defines concern as something expressed orally and a complaint is expressed in writing. Anonymous complaints are ignored.





BUSES


If your child is not on a regular bus list, they must have a signed, dated note if they are to travel on the bus for any reason (e.g. going to a friend’s house).











INFORMATION TO KEEP








Wow our children are amazing. Here are some picture of the processes they went through from designing costumes and props to practicing daily. If you have been unable to see the production a DVD will be produced and will be available from school. We will advise you when they are ready.














ADVERTISEMENT


WOULD YOU LIKE TO HOST AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT  - STS NZ has two students,  Alexander Magnusson from Sweden (18) and Ramona Sorenson from Norway (17), who are looking for accommodation from now until July when they return to their respective countries.  For further details – contact Paula Mallasch, STS Area Representative, Phone 07 3070496 or 027 442 7898.  Hosting can be a rewarding and exciting time for you and your family and friendships are formed that last a life time.


GWYNETH AMPHLETT VIOLIN SCHOOL Ph: 312 6127 - I have vacancies for violin students 3 years of age upwards including adults.  Please telephone the above number for all enquiries.


FOR SALE – Absolutely gorgeous Shih tzu/Maltese/Lhasa Apso cross puppies. 8 weeks old, ready now! 2 females, 1 male. Have had first vaccinations, worming, flea treatments and health check. $500 Ph Donna 3124419


PILATES- $5/class. Mon & Wed 8.30am. Tues & Thurs 5.30pm. Fri 10am.


For more details, Di Brown, 021 479 308. diandwade@xtra.co.nz








SPORTS NEWS


OHOPE JUNIOR SOCCER CLUB - Committee Meeting at Ohope Chartered Club next Wednesday the 8th of February at 6.00 pm.  The  club is currently looking for new committee members to join the team so if any parents / caregivers are interested, please come along - we'd love to see you there! Jan Hogg - 3125 730


WHAKATANE GOLF CLUB - We still have some positions available in the 6-9 years and 9-12 years but also looking for some 13+ students to make up a class. 


Essentially it costs $50 for the 6 sessions, no clubs are needed and no membership is needed initially.


Anthony Barkley, NZPGA Professional, Whakatane Golf Club, 027 251 9937, Email: antcoach@gmail.com














