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We are still experiencing an amazing run of weather – very hard to believe that we are about to come to the end autumn and about to start winter? Though coming from Wellington I am told this is the norm for Ohope Beach weather!!??


WINTER FLU


We will be informing the children about how to deal with the flu and other winter ills as part of our normal routine.  However, we ask that each family takes responsibility by talking / modelling to their children about how to minimise the spread of the flu.  This should include: 


*        Coughing / sneezing into a tissue


*        Washing hands thoroughly


*        Staying at home if they are sick


If we can start this practise early we will minimise the possibility of any flu etc spreading through our school.


SCHOOL CURRICULUM


Along with the requirement to start introducing National Standards this year, we are also required to develop and produce our ‘School Curriculum’ this is to be based on the New Zealand Curriculum 2007. 


"Each Board of Trustees, through the principal and staff is required to develop and implement a curriculum for students in Y1-13 underpinned by the principles as expressed in The New Zealand Curriculum. “ Quote from Education Act 2000.


Ohope Beach School is well on the way to meeting this requirement; the staff have been working hard on various aspects of this document over the last 2 -3 years. As parents you may remember providing some ideas and feedback about virtues, and skills, knowledge and various other things.


During the next few months the staff and I are going to work through various aspects of developing our curriculum and drawing together the work that has been done in the past.  


A lot of the work this term will be around our teaching beliefs, and the ‘Ohope Beach’ interpretation and application of the ‘Principles’, Values’ , and ‘Key Competencies’ as outlined in the New Zealand Curriculum. 


A major part of this development will include consultation with the community for input and feedback about our interpretations.


This is a very exciting time developing our perspective on the New Zealand Curriculum – but it also involves a lot of work for the school staff. Keep an eye out for developments over the next few months – as well as information that you may be asked to provide comment and feedback on.


When Manawanui is back to normal (hopefully around Queens Birthday weekend – June 7th) we will hold an information evening to inform you more about developments.


NATIONAL STANDARDS


We are required to start producing a written interim report around June/July, based on progress toward to meeting National Standards.


We will be doing this in conjunction with our Student Led Conferences in Week 10 this term - June 23rd and 24th. 








NOCTURNAL KIWI LISTENING WALKS - On April 20th 2010 The Whakatane Kiwi Trust began its series of nocturnal kiwi listening walks.  These are run by long time volunteer for the Trust, Russell Ingram-Seal, with the help other experienced volunteer leaders. These walks will bring local members of the community and visitors to our town into the bush in the evenings to hear the call of our elusive iconic bird, the kiwi, a rare treat that we are lucky to have in Whakatane.


The walks start at 7pm and last for two hours, this includes an introduction to the area and work being done to protect kiwi. A good level of physical fitness is needed.


For more information and bookings please contact Vicky Kelly on: 07 312 6201


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:admn-whakatane.kiwi@windowslive.com" ��admn-whakatane.kiwi@windowslive.com�





FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT May 1st - 16th


Trade Aid Coffee, Tea and Chocolate (YAY!), also Micah Clothing (Fairtrade/Organic cotton) will be available at the Ohope Market this weekend (weather permitting, as we are outside!).  If you would like support and resources to run a Fairtrade event, please contact Pip � HYPERLINK "http://webmail.ohopebeach.school.nz/src/compose.php?send_to=pip%40wonacott.com" �pip@wonacott.com� or 027 286 4549. Current list of local Fairtrade products at www.wonacott.com/local_fairtrade.html








We will be looking at the various ways we can best report this in line with Student led Conferences, and so the different syndicates will have slightly different looking reports. 


The other issue that we are wrestling with in regard to National Standards is the fact that the information to teachers is still coming out and also still being developed, making it very hard for schools to keep pace with what is required! Yet another other issue is the information and guidelines coming out from the Ministry of Education keeps changing providing more confusion. Some staff will be attending a National Standards course run by the Ministry of Education on May 18th with a few more to come later in the term. 


So as you can appreciate things are still developing around National  Standards, and what we will be producing will be very much in draft and experimental.


The latest change in direction has been National Standards will now be entirely based on ‘Teacher Judgment’ and ‘Moderation’ – this is what we have always done in regard to assessment practice – but this does make the word ‘Standard’ a little redundant due to the fact that a ‘Standard’ should be a nation wide assessment based on a norm referenced nationally standardised assessment. Teacher judgment and moderation is not solely based on nationally standardised tests and assessments, the only standardised aspect of this is will be the  standards themselves. Schools will be reporting in relation to the same benchmark statements contained in the National Standards, and not compared to other children nationally.





MUNCHIE LUNCH – a Munchie lunch order form will be with this newsletter. Please return to school with payment by next Wednesday.





SCHOLASTIC BOOK ORDERS – Please return order with payment (NO CASH) by Friday 7th May.











 Te Atatu (Y3 & 4) have been learning to write a Tanka poem about ANZAC Day. A Tanka poem must have 5 lines with line 1 & 3 having five syllables and lines 2, 4, and 5 having 7 syllables.











Celebrate ANZAC.


My Great Granddad went to war.


He served and dies.


Bullets are still in the sand.


Thank you for fighting for us.


By Connor 


 


ANZAC is special.


They fought in Gallipoli.


They gave us freedom.


Soldiers ate ANZAC biscuits.


Thank you for giving your lives.





By Nathan 





ANZAC I special


because hundreds died for us.


Thank you for caring.


Sorry you never came back.


Thank you so, so much soldiers.





By Luke 





ADVERTISEMENT


PORT OHOPE PLAYCENTRE is holding its ever-popular GIRLS PAMPER DAY Fundraiser, Mothers day weekend, Saturday 8th May 2-5pm at Port Ohope Playcentre on Harbour Road Ohope. Come and join us for an afternoon of pampering for just $10 which includes refreshments, nibbles and a goodie bag. PLUS there will be HEAPS of spot prizes for some additional pampering after the day!!





WHAKATANE BADMINTON CLUB – Playing times


Tuesday 7-9pm for High School players


Thursday 5.30-7.30pm for Primary/Intermediate players.


All welcome. Ph Jan Jones 3087101 for more information


	 


OHOPE SCHOOL HOCKEY – 


Saturday 1 May


Silver Sticks (Y 3&4) 8.45am start  V Apanui Red


Small Sticks	10am start	V Apanui Black


Green Sticks	11am start	V Edgecumbe


Thursday 6 May	


Year 5&6	no game 	Awakeri on camp


Please be at the Turf 15 mins before to above times.











UPCOMING EVENTS:


7 May - Board of Trustees Election – voting closes noon tomorrow 7 May 2010


17 May -   Year 6 Leadership Conference Rotorua Events Centre











ANZAC DAY


It was a sad thing.


ANZAC Day is a good day.


Remembering them all.


New Zealand lost lots of men.


To all the soldiers thank you.





By Holly 





I love ANZAC Day.


Lots and lots of soldiers died.


Lots of blood scattered.


I was named after Granddad.


Thank you for fighting for us.





By Jack 





ANZAC is awesome.


We wear poppies for the death.


People died from it.


It was very sad of course.


In the war, was it sad?





By Shannon 

















They were great soldiers.


Thank you for helping us.


The war was scary.


The bad war was in Turkey.


They had to travel on boats.





By Owen 





The soldiers were great.


The war was not very good.


They were dropping eggs.


Some of them died in the trench.


Some of them died in the war.





By Willow 





WONDERFUL ANZAC


They were great army people.


People died for us.


Poppies are so fantastic.


Thank you for saving our world.





By Amy 











