




The Minstrel 


Authoress: Francesca 


Yesterday we saw the Minstrel. When we came in he was playing his guitar. It was a catchy little tune. I liked it.


He started off with “Hiwi the Kiwi” for the juniors but we all still sang along too.


Then he asked us questions and picked a person each time and rhymed their names with funny words.


He also taught us about fishing for the future and being safe in the boat. He showed us a flare and a beacon. He also said to measure the fish with a damp towel because it wouldn’t hurt the fish or it won’t rip any scales off.


He also said a message – if you take all the fish there won’t be any more fish for the future.


I liked the Minstrel. He was cool.
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August already – only 4 ½ Months until Christmas – a little scary when you think of the rest of the year in that context.





2011 SCHOOL TERM DATES 


At a recent Whakatane Principals meeting we agreed to write to the Ministry of Education to make a small change to the Ministry of Education stipulated dates – for any change to gazetted dates we are required to get Ministry approval. We are looking to lengthen the 4th term by a week and reduce the 3rd term by a week. This will benefit all schools (making the 4th term 8 – 9 weeks rather than 6-7 weeks long) – especially secondary with NCER requirements in the 4th term.


Confirmation about this change will be known as soon as the Minister of Education – Anne Tolley, has replied to our request.





NATIONAL STANDARDS


A big thank you to all the parents who have given us feedback about the interim reports based on the National Standards. This information is very useful and affirming – the majority have been very positive about the reports, with some very interesting and useful comments about what we could do to improve the reporting.


 This is going to be an ever evolving process given that National Standards are not the exact science that parents and teachers were promised i.e. they are now not based on standardised standards, and rather teacher based judgment (as they were before National Standards).


We are currently putting together changes to the present end of year report to reflect reporting in relation to national Standards.


Please remember that if you want up to date information at any time please contact your child’s teacher and make an appointment to discuss your child’s progress – reporting is not confined to the formal processes of mid and end of year.





DECILE RATING REVIEW


The Board of Trustees is going to be engaging the community in a School Decile Review. Ohope Beach School is currently a Decile 9 on a rating system of 1 – 10. 


Decile ratings are determined from census information about our school community; this information is numerically rated to come up with a decile rating. The decile rating given to a school determines at what rate the school is funded by the Ministry of Education – Decile 1 is given most funding, out to Decile 10 who receive the least. Higher is not necessarily better!!


The information that you provide to the school in the review will need to identify you as a family, but the collated information we give to the Ministry of Education will not contain any information that can identify anybody. We plan on sending out the Review Survey next week – with this will be a more detailed explanation about the information collected and its use, I will also provide a more detailed explanation about Decile ratings. We plan to send the survey out Wednesday next week – there will be one survey per family – so watch out for the survey!! We will also put a copy of the survey on the school website.





PTA MEETING next Tuesday, 10th August, 7pm in the staffroom. All welcome. 


  


TITANIC BALL 


Due to the flooding in the Ohope Hall, the date for the Ohope Beach School Pool fundraising ball has been changed to: Saturday, 16 October 2010. Tickets and more info will be available in September. The theme remains the 'Titanic' and all proceeds will go towards the School Pool project. Mark the date on your calendars!! 








EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM (EOTC)


We are currently reviewing some of our school trip and excursion procedures – to make sure that they align with Ministry guidelines and standard practice of what is deemed to be safe and sensible.


The schools current policy and procedural documents are very good and comprehensive – copies of these are available at the office for you to look over at any time. These documents are reviewed by the Board of Trustees on a regular basis, and changes made as necessary. We are currently reviewing all aspects EOTC at Ohope Beach School bit by bit.


CHANGE No 1 – Ohope Beach as we all know is one of the most fortunate schools in New Zealand with easy access to the beach and bush. This access provides great opportunity for our classes to enjoy the extra educational and recreational benefits of this resource. 


As most of this area is actually outside of the school property we are required to obtain parental permission every time we leave the school grounds. As classes like to enjoy the beach and bush access on a regular basis it seems ridiculous to constantly be requesting parental permission every time – so we are requesting that every family sign one form that will be kept on record while your child is at Ohope Beach School. Teachers must obtain Principal approval every time they go to the beach or bush area – the Principal approves every excursion to the beach and bush based on various criteria laid down for teachers e.g. supervision ratios etc.


This permission request will be added to the enrolment forms from now on and will be part of the enrolment process.


The permission slip* for all families to sign will form the family identification part of the Decile Review Survey (* we will cut this off the survey to keep survey information anonymous). So watch out for this next Wednesday along with the Decile Review Form.





LOST PROPERTY – Lost property is bulging after 3 weeks! It will be emptied again mid term. (2 weeks time)














The school was lucky enough to have ‘Hiwi the Kiwi’ show come and put on a performance. Everyone really enjoyed the show. Te Ao Hurihuri has written about the show and its message.





The Minstrel Man 


Author: Joseph 


Yesterday morning we, Te Ao Hurihuri, scuttled off to the singing hall. I realized that the Minstrel was flinging his strings on his magic guitar. Well it seemed like the guitar strings were magic things.


His songs were cool. 


It made me want to jump in a pool that would be cool!


When he stopped it let me down. 


Then I had a frown. 


I wanted to turn my frown upside down.


He was calling people up, then calling them “Booboos”!! and calling us crazy.


I wanted to turn him into a daisy or a donkey.


He was cracking us up like a cracked cup.


He gave us some hints about future fishing. It was…


Leave the big and small fish in the sea; take life jackets; pick up a fish with a wet towel then gently release it.


We all learnt some lessons. He was very, very entertaining.


I felt entertained after the Hiwi the Kiwi show. It was great!!!





Hiwi the Kiwi


Author: Connor 





Yesterday Hiwi the Kiwi came to our school. He was funny. He made up a rhyme to everyone’s name who went up, like “Hey Tim! Do you go to the gym, Tim?”


He had a message about fishing. He said “Leave fish for the future.”


He was the best guitar player I’ve ever heard. It was fabulous.


It was pretty funny when he said, “Hurry up, Booboo!”


When I got home I couldn’t wait to tell Mum about the show.





The Minstrel


Authoress: Jessie 


On Tuesday the third of August we had a visitor. They were called the Minstrels.


I was so excited! When we walked in the hall Mr Minstrel sang for us. He sang a song called Hiwi the Kiwi, and Billy Barracuda.


We sat in the hall for one hour and a half. But the time went so fast because he told us jokes and got the school dancing.


Now I know next time I go fishing I should only take the middle (sized ones).


I felt happy at the end and I bet the Minstrels did too.


























UPCOMING EVENTS:


10 Aug – PTA Meeting


1 Sep – School Cross Country


8 Sep – Interschool Cross Country


24 SEP - Term 3 finishes 


11 Oct - Term 4 Starts 














ADVERTISEMENT





CASUAL STAFF WANTED – with admin and/or bookkeeping experience for work in Ohope and Whakatane, both on-site and home based work with flexible hours. Contact Rawinia on 027 227 3510 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:rawinia@kamtech.co.nz" ��rawinia@kamtech.co.nz�


BABYSITTER/CHILD MINDER – need a night out and don’t have a babysitter, call Kaye on 312-4288. I’m a honest, reliable and mature woman with my own vehicle and available most evenings. $10 an hour. Book your night out and call me now.


WORK WANTED – Will do a great job on gardens and deck painting. Ph Muzza 027 2806273











PLATES AND PLATTERS – After a staffroom clean up we have plates & platters that are not ours. If parents have sent food for a shared lunch and not had their plate returned they have an opportunity to view these until Friday (tomorrow) before they are given to a worthy cause.





CROSSING HELPER THURSDAY MORNING– we have a great group of children who do crossing duty in the morning and they require an adult supervisor. If you can help on Thursday morning from 8-8.30am please leave your name and contact details at the office.











