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This week the children continue to prepare for the annual school cross-country. This year the
cross country will be run in year groups as opposed to age groups. This decision has been
made by the regional directors of sport and applies to all schools and cross-country events.
This year we are also providing the opportunity for children to take part in the individual event,
a team event or both events. We are looking forward to the day, seeing the children compete
and being able to share it with you this year.
We will be holding a sausage sizzle on the day of the cross country. The children will bring
home an order form which can be returned to their class teacher by Tuesday next week.
Curriculum Activities:
Epro8: This week the year 5 & 6 children are working on Epro8 technology challenges. Today
they are carrying out training with the equipment ready for the school competition tomorrow.
From the Friday competition a team will be chosen to compete at the interschool event in
Tauranga next week. Good luck to all the children taking part.
Science: On Wednesday 1st June we will be hosting a member of Nano-Girls’ team at school
from 1.15pm. This science session will be for the children in Ngā Huiarau, Kahikatea and
Kowhai. Our children enjoy the many aspects of science, and we look forward to this
opportunity. The student’s session will be followed by a staff meeting for the teachers to
investigate science in the school.
Teacher Development Day:
The staff will be attending a teacher development day on Friday 3 rd June. This day will see us
continue our learning journey with Ngāti Awa. The day will be attended by all the primary and
intermediate schools in Whakatane. There is no school for the children on Friday 3rd June.
Assembly:
Since the last newsletter we have had the pleasure of attending two Friday assemblies.
Kowhai, Mrs England’s kaitiaki class, and Kauri, Whaea Laura’s kaitiaki class, have been our
hosts. It has been great to see the children growing in confidence as they speak to the large
audience and to see the children share their class work. Matua Dominic has been able to work
in classes again and the singing is developing across the school. This week Ngā Huiarau, Mrs
Northey’s kaitiaki class, will host assembly.
House Groups:
Tomorrow afternoon the children will have their next house group session. Please remind the
children to wear their house shirt to school.
Attendance:
Budget 2022 had a focus on student attendance at school. As always, we do ask that you
contact the office if your child is going to be away. All absences have a code which is entered
into the attendance database. eg. M = away due to sickness D = Medical appointment
G = Holiday during term time. Please let the office know the reason for your child’s absence
so that it can be recorded accurately.
Covid 19 Update:
Please keep contacting us if your child is going to be absent from school due to COVID, as this
helps us keep our records up to date, especially for monitoring attendance.
Phone (07 312 4617), text (027 7503515), email (office@ohopebeach.school.nz) or use the
school app to notify the office of any absence. Thank you.

PRIDE Certificates:
Each week children are presented with Pride Certificates for modelling our Pride values.
This term we are able to present the certificates at assembly. The certificates are in recognition
of the Pride value focus each week. Positivity, Respect, Integrity, Diligence and Empathy are
our Pride values.
Congratulations to the following children who have recently received Pride Certificates for
displaying these values.
Week 2

Manuka: Fox & Chari Kowhai: Esther & Riley Kauri: Floris, Rosie & Robbie
Kahikatea: Penelope & Sophie Ngā Huiarau: Thea, Coen & Priya

Week 3

Manuka: Bianca & Lincoln Kowhai: Tommy & Matthew Kauri: Livvy, Lotus &
Carter Kahikatea: Joelle & Gus Ngā Huiarau: Quinn, Toula & Lachie

Environment Trophy:
Each week our caretakers, Val and Pete, nominate a classroom to be the recipients of the
Environment Trophy. This recognises the pride children take in their class environment and
the area outside their learning space. Congratulations to Kahikatea, Whaea Cherie’s class,
for receiving the trophy in week 2, and Ngā Huiarau, Whaea Dana’s class, who were awarded
the trophy for week 3.
Harper & Kiana

Joseph & Alex

Pitopito Korero:
Our Term 2, week 3 and week 4 presenters continue with
our Pitopito Korero each morning. This term they will
present from Monday to Thursday over the speaker
system and the Friday korero will be carried out at
assembly.
The children will now have the opportunity to use the
microphone with an audience and the children will get to
see who is presenting each week.
This fortnight the whakataukī we are sharing is:
Whatu-nga-rongaro te tangata toitū te whenua

This whakataukī reminds us that as people disappear
from sight, the land remains.
Wk. 4 Silvie, Emma, Saige & Marlo

Wk.3 Breanna & Kase

Positive Behaviour for Learning - PB4L
Our PB4L - Positive Behaviour for Learning whole school approach aims to promote
student well-being with strong links to community and parent support. We utilise
programmes provided by the Ministry of Education and organisations such as the Police
Education sector to help protect our children and teach them skills to effectively participate
in society in their future as responsible citizens.
Safety on-line is a challenge for our tamariki, and it is our responsibility alongside
parents/caregivers to teach children to recognise the difference between social media as
a way to support relationships and stay in touch rather than causing distress which some
social media engagement creates.
An example of a successful on-line learning programme was during our lockdowns when
parents and students were able to experience communicating in a positive and healthy
environment. This was due to the careful guidance that came from our parents.
Our concern is how the negative aspects of social media groups can impact on children's
learning and mental well-being at school. We appreciate the support of parents to have
positive conversations with their children about ways to keep safe online. There are many
internet sites that provide advice for parents and caregivers, for example
https://www.netsafe.org.nz
We will continue to work alongside our parent community to develop children’s skills to
understand and develop their own sense of what’s right and wrong on-line.
Thank you for your on-going support.

Message from our Public Health
Nurse
As it is getting colder, influenza (the flu) is more prevalent.
There are many theories behind this including:
a) People being inside more - having more opportunities for flu to spread
b) Less sunshine (less vitamin D) means we have lowered immune systems
c) Colder air restricts the blood vessels in our noses, affecting our natural immune defence in our
noses.
d) Cold air carries less moisture – all the water goes onto our grass, “dewy windows” or other
surfaces, leaving the air drier. Drier air causes flu to spread more.
There are a few things we can do to prevent our whanau getting the flu this winter. We can wash our hands
regularly to help stop the spread. We can keep surfaces in our houses clean daily (using disinfectant
sprays) and wash bedding regularly. We can let our skin absorb some vitamin D from the sun for 30mins
per day in winter. We can eat plenty of fruits and vegetables to keep our immune systems healthy. We can
also get the flu vaccine if we choose to do so. This is FREE for Māori and Pacific Peoples 55yrs + or other
ethnicities 65yrs+. This is also free for hapu wahine and for some others with certain health conditions.
Please enquire at your GP.
The fit and healthy may survive the flu but, like covid, our elderly and vulnerable whanau may not, so all
these things are important to implement into our lives to help to combat the flu season.
Ngā Mihi

Jessika Saunders

Public Health Nurse

LSC Corner - Learning at Home
READING: Children learn to talk and walk at different times, children also learn to read, at different rates. You
can help your child by
-

-

-

-

Reading together – make this a fun time, all children like to be read to, so don’t stop reading to them
no matter how old they are
Visit the Whakatane Library, book fair or second-hand shop together to find new favourite books or
books by the same author, read these together
Encourage your child to read all sorts of things, (e.g.) tv guides, bus timetables, magazines, street signs,
catalogues, recipes, food labels, emails, comics, instructions, ….
Talk to your child about books, link these to their own experiences, especially when they have done a
similar thing that has happened in the story (e.g.) that’s a funny story about poppa, what does your
poppa do to make you laugh?
Retell your favourite stories
Make puppets from old socks, or cardboard tubes or old cut-offs and retell the story your child has read
Play with words. Finding and discussing interesting new words can help increase the words your child
uses when they write. Look up words in the dictionary or on the internet or talk to whanau members
about the meanings and whakapapa (origins) of the words
Ask your child questions and help them find the answers to widen their reading experiences (eg) what’s
the quickest biscuit recipe?
Make up a play with your child or think of a pakiwaitara (legend) or traditional tale and act it out with
costumes and music
Ask your child to tell you about the story, who their favourite character is and why, what have they
learnt from the reading, does anyone in our whanau remind you of that character or of their own
experiences? Talk about the enjoyment of the book, would you like to read another book by this
author?
Keep the magic of listening to a good story come alive by reading either made up, retold or read aloud
to your child with lots of excitement through the use of your voice
Encourage your child to read to whanau members as they can make audiences to practice fluency and
smooth reading.

Updates from the BOT
This year is a board election year, Wednesday 7th September has been set as the election date.
There are two Board meetings each term, starting at 5.30pm at school on the following dates:
Term 2: Tuesday 28th June
Term 3: Tuesday 16th August
Tuesday 20th September
Term 4: Tuesday 8th November
Tuesday 6th December
*dates are subject to change and can be confirmed via the school newsletter or feel free to check with
the school office.
The Board can be contacted through the Presiding Chair, Sarah Evans, by
email botchair@ohopebeach.school.nz

Ngā mihi
Cathryn Naera
Term Dates for 2022:
Term 2:
Monday 2nd May to Friday 8th July
Term 3:
Monday 25th July to Friday 30th September
Term 4:
Monday 17th October to Friday 16th
December

Upcoming Events:
Friday 27th May – Epro8 school competition Yr. 5 & 6
Thursday 2nd June – School cross-country
Friday 3rd June – Teacher Development Day
Monday 6th June – Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Wednesday 8th June – Inter school cross-country
Thursday 16th June – EBOP Cross-country
Friday 24th June – Matariki Holiday
Tuesday 28th June – BOP Cross-country
Tuesday 28th June – BOT Meeting
Friday 1st July – Gymnastics Competition
Wednesday 6th July – Student Led Conferences
Thursday 7th July - Student Led Conferences
Friday 8th July – Term 2 ends
Monday 25th July – Term 3 starts

Updated Break time Activities:
We have made a few alterations to our activity timetable for term two.

Epro8 Training

